Abstract. New records of social wasps in the State of Piauí are presented, contributing to an increased knowledge of this group in this poorly studied region. This study documents new occurrence records for 12 social wasp species and extends their distribution.
_____________________________________
any areas of Brazil lack the most basic biodiversity studies, particularly in the case of invertebrates. In order to develop any effective conservation proposals, it is first of all necessary to acquire knowledge of the species that occur in a particular area (Melo et al. 2005) . This taxonomic baseline is obtained by conducting biodiversity inventories.
In Brazil the wasp family Vespidae is represented by the subfamily Polistinae, which has 21 described genera and more than 300 species (Carpenter & Marques 2001; silveira 2010) . According to Carpenter (1993) this subfamily has three tribes in Brazil: Mischocyttarini (made up of the genus Mischocyttarus), Polistini (consisting of the genus Polistes) and Epiponini (with 19 genera) (Carpenter 2004) . Wasps are ideal models for studying the evolution of social behavior, as different species of this family exhibit varying degrees of sociality, from solitary to eusocial species. This diversity in sociality means that wasps can be studied to develop an understanding of key issues about the evolution of social behavior (itô 1993).
The State of Piauí is one of the least studied Brazilian States. Among the areas defined by the Ministry of the Environment, the municipalities of Canto do Buriti and São João do Piauí were examples of those with insufficient knowledge. Canto do Buriti and Serra das Confusões/ Parque Nacional da Serra da Capivara complex were considered priority areas for research (MMa 2002) . There is a clear need to conduct more comprehensive inventories that can contribute to increasing knowledge of this group of insects and support future studies of behavior and biology. The aim of this study was to provide new information on the occurrence of social wasps in parts of the State of Piauí.
Data were collected from two municipalities in Piauí: Dom Expedito Lopes and Canto do Buriti (Figure 1 ).
The municipality of Dom Expedito Lopes is located 288 km from Teresina, in the southeastern corner of Piauí and Canto do Buriti is located in the southwest, 405 km from the capital (IBGE 2014a, b) . Wasp inventories were conducted as part of the activities of the Grupo de Estudo do Ecótono Caatinga-Cerrado (GEECACE) and the research project "Entomofauna of Priority Areas for Conservation of the State of Piauí," funded by Fundação de Amparo à Pesquisa do Estado do Piauí (FAPEPI N. 20203.0822/2009 ). In Dom Expedito Lopes, the inventories took place in a property of the Água Mineral Manaíra company (6º56'32"S, 41º41'46"W) and in Canto do Buriti the inventory took place in properties located 8 km from the town center (08º09'63"S, 042º55'50"W). All data were collected in the dry season. Considering the insects collected, both in flight and on the vegetation in Dom Expedito Lopes, a total of 102 individuals were recorded, distributed among 11 species and five genera. In Canto do Buriti, 85 individuals were recorded, distributed among six species and four genera.
During the study period a total of twenty one social wasp nests were located in Canto do Buriti, 14 of which were active. These active nests belonged to four species of which three (B. lecheguana, Polybia (group) occidentalis sp. 1 and P. sericea) have phragmocyttarus nests i.e. the nest is fully secured to the substrate without the presence of stems. P. exigua has stelocyttarus calyptodomous nests which are stalked with numerous combs (riChards & riChards 1951) (Figure 2) . This study presents new occurrences of 12 social wasp species in Piauí. Our findings extend the species distributions and increase the number of species recorded in Piauí to 16. This increase may be an indication that the richness is probably higher in the regions studied and that Piauí may well contain a number of additional (as yet unrecorded) social wasp species. More comprehensive studies are needed in order to increase the knowledge of wasp species in Piauí, contributing to increased knowledge of the diversity in northeastern Brazil. 
